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Preface 

 
For most businesses the practice of ‘networking’ is often the lifeblood to 
generating new business.  Meeting new people and generating word-of-mouth 
can be an extremely cost-effective way to ultimately market and sell products and 
services. For decades, professionals from companies both large and small have 
relied on networking to generate partnerships and maintain qualified lists of 
leads. Historically, organizations such as leads clubs, tradeshows and chambers 
of commerce have provided professionals with the outlets to network and make 
new connections.   
 
In recent years, the landscape of networking has dramatically changed as the 
concept of online social (business) networking has caught the attention of 
millions of professionals worldwide.  The Internet, and more specifically the 
spread of broadband access and more intelligent web applications, have helped 
fuel a surge in the number of professionals using online business networks to 
promote themselves and their business. 
 
Initially, online business networking focused almost entirely on providing an 
efficient way for people to manage their professional bio (resume) as a way to 
grow their network based on the concept of ‘degrees of separation’.  The theory 
is that people are more likely to recommend and do business with people they 
know.  The more people you know and who can recommend you… the more 
opportunities will come your way. 
 
This concept has evolved dramatically in recent years as networks like Fast 
Pitch! (www.fastpitchnetworking.com) have shifted the focus of online networking 
from simply making connections and managing resumes to now finding creative 
ways to help professionals use a network to market and promote their business.   
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The primary purpose of this manual is to help you to not only learn how to use 
Fast Pitch! but also provide insight into how to leverage our network to market 
and promote your business online.  In short, it is our belief that by becoming 
ACTIVE on Fast Pitch! you will be able to effectively compliment the offline 
networking you may or may not already be involved in.   

 
As stated in our company mantra, it is our number one goal to ‘Help Drive 
Member Business’.  It is also my personal commitment to make Fast Pitch! your 
one-stop-shop to make connections and market your business online more 
effectively. 
 
Good Luck! 

 
Bill  
 
Bill Jula 
CEO & Founder 
Fast Pitch! 
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Why Use Fast Pitch? 
 
People use Fast Pitch! for TWO primary reasons: 
 

1. Networking 
2. Marketing 

 
 

Networking 
 
The cornerstone to any online business network is the ability to quickly make 
connections and ultimately grow your center of influence so as to provide 
yourself with more opportunity to: 
 

·  Advance Your Career 
·  Find Recommended Service Providers 
·  Promote Your Business 

 
Like most online business networks, Fast Pitch! makes it easy for you to quickly 
search for people based on a variety of criteria including:  industry type, 
geography, keyword, college attended, company size and more.  What makes 
Fast Pitch! more effective than any other social (business) network in the world is 
our ability to quickly identify for you: 
 

·  Your Ideal CUSTOMERS 
·  Your Ideal PARTNERS 
·  People Who Have Expressed Interest in Buying What You Are Selling! 

 
 

Fast Pitch! analyzes the information on  
your profile and makes a recommendation  

about who you should contact! 
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Marketing 
Fast Pitch! is designed primarily for small business owners, marketers and sales 
executives who are looking for cost-effective ways to promote their products and 
services.  Every feature on Fast Pitch! is designed with people like you in mind!  
Some of these features include: 
 

·  Press Release Service 
·  Blog Distribution Service 
·  Event Promotion Service 
·  Classified Posting 
·  Live Chat (Virtual Tradeshow) 
·  SEO (Improve Your Rankings on Google, Yahoo…) 
·  Interactive Profile (Upload Video, Audio…) 
·  Statistics for Tracking 
·  And More…  

 
Where Fast Pitch! differentiates itself even further from the competition is our 
willingness to allow our members the ability to DISTRIBUTE all of this content to 
other members within the network based on industry, activity and geography.  In 
short,  
 

Fast Pitch! allows you to communicate directly with  
your target market. 
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The Website - Navigation 

 
Fast Pitch! is a robust site.  However, if you take a moment to understand the 
basic layout of the website you will quickly realize how simple and intuitive the 
website is. 
 
There are 3 Primary Sections of the Fast Pitch! website you should become 
familiar with: 
 
1. The Header 
2. The Tabs 
3. The Icons 
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1. The Header dictates which section of the website you are on and what task 
you are likely to perform.  As you can see, the site is broken up into 8 separate 
areas/websites:  Business Networking, Press, Events, Media, Blogs, Forums, 
Classified, Live Chat. 
 
 

 
 
 
Quite frankly, most of your time will probably be spent within the Business 
Networking section.  This section allows you to manage all aspects of your 
profile, search profiles and make connections (in other words, NETWORK). 
 
As you toggle through the other areas (Press, Events…) you will notice member 
content being displayed within each section.  In addition to the visibility your 
content receives on your profile, depending upon what type of content you post it 
will also be highlighted within one of these other areas of the website. 
 
New Feature – LIVE CHAT  
A new area was recently added to the Header called LIVE CHAT.  LIVE CHAT 
allows our members to have real-time conversations with other members.  The 
feature has often been described as a ‘virtual tradeshow’.  Members can take 
part in Instant Message style conversations or have a live streaming video 
conversation. 
 
 

 
 
 

Fast Pitch! is the only online business network  
in the world to offer LIVE CHAT. 
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2. The TABS allow you to navigate the website within the area you are working.  
Each set of Tabs is unique to the section of the website you are on.  As you 
toggle among the main areas of the Header you will notice the Tabs change 
according to the section of the website you are viewing. 
 
 

 
 
 
For example, when viewing the ‘Business Networking’ section, you can ‘Search 
Profiles’, ‘Search By City’, ‘Upgrade Your Account’ and more. 
 
Now view the ‘Press’ area of the website.  You will notice the Tabs change to 
correspond to all of the things you can do while within that particular section of 
the website.  
 
Note:  You can always tell where you are on the site using the tabs.  A ‘burgandy’ 
tab highlights your current location.  If you get confused, you can always click the 
‘Start’ tab.  This will take you back to your homepage. 
 
 
3.The Icons are designed to allow you to 
manage all aspects of your Profile.  Each Icon 
allows you to edit/upgrade all of the content 
related to your profile including past press, 
blogs, statistics, etc. 
 
The My Profile Icon is especially important.  
This Icon allows you to edit your profile and 
manage your upgraded features. 
 
In order to view your Icons you need to make 
sure you click on the ‘Business Networking’ 
area of the header.   
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Creating Your Profile 
 
Wait!  Don’t skip this chapter.  Chances are you have created your profile, but 
you have not maximized it’s potential.  The Fast Pitch! Profile is unlike any other 
profile you’ve created.  Rather than simply uploading company contact 
information or personal bio, the Fast Pitch! Profile is designed to help you 
promote your business to the outside world.   
 
Our sign-up process forces you to consolidate what is important about your 
business while limiting you to one-page. The first page of the profile dictates how 
you and your business are perceived on the network and includes information 
such as: 
 

·  Company Description 
·  Your Product Listing 
·  Your Competitive Advantages 
·  Your Ideal Customer Types 
·  Your Ideal Business Partner Types 
·  Company Information  
·  Personal Information  
·  Headshot or Logo 

 

 
 

Creating a Fast Pitch! Profile is also a great exer cise in 
helping you develop your real-world ‘pitch!’ 
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Sample Profile 
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13 
 

How to Create Your Profile 
 
Step 1 
Step 1 of the sign-up process is quite simple and should take less than two 
minutes to complete.  
 

 
 
Note: it is important that you include your full company mailing address.  Most 
people network and search profiles based on location.  Without a city, state and 
zip code, people will not be able to locate you and your business. 
 

Your profile is a direct reflection of your busines s and is 
often the first impression people have of you. 



 

14 
 

 
Step 2 
 
Step 2 of the sign-up process is optional during the initial sign-in process.  Step 2 
however, is probably the most important step in the  entire process .  Step 2 
allows you to provide information about your company (i.e. ‘your pitch’).  Without 
it, people who visit your profile will have very little reason to want to reach out to 
you. 
 

 
Many of you who have already created a profile probably skipped over Step 2 
because you were in a hurry to begin networking.  If so, you need to login right 
now and complete your profile!  To edit your profile at anytime, visit ‘My Profile’ 
and click ‘Edit Company Information’. 
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Personal Bio 
Once you have completed Steps 1 and 2 of the sign-up process, the next step is 
to consider uploading a personal bio.  Similar to many other online business 
networks, Fast Pitch! allows you to locate people based on past work experience, 
educational experience and affiliations.  For example, as a graduate of the 
University of Florida I may be more apt to reach out to someone who also went to 
UF.  Additionally, UF alums might provide me with a more direct path to 
networking with other UF alums. 
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Personalize Your Profile 
Networking is inherently a social activity.  During an in-person conversation most 
people will discuss their interests and hobbies as well as family, etc.  Fast Pitch! 
also allows for this type of ‘conversation’ by allowing you to upload photos to your 
profile.  Many people use this feature to upload products, action photos of them 
at work, family members, as well as themselves taking part in extra-curricular 
activities.   
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Make Your Profile Interactive! 
Fast Pitch! members can make their profile more interactive by uploading video 
and audio (podcasts) of themselves discussing their business.   
  

 
 

Consider your Fast Pitch! Profile a living document  that 
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evolves as you and your business evolve.  
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Maximizing Your Profile 
 
Most people fail to realize the impact a Fast Pitch! Profile can have on their 
business outside the network.  Each profile is optimized and submitted to all of 
the largest search engines on a regular basis.  In fact, over 70% of the traffic our 
members receive comes directly from people searching outside of Fast Pitch!  
Your profile is a direct reflection of your business.  An incomplete profile can 
have a negative impact on your business. 
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How Do I Maximize My Profile? 
 
Keywords:   When crafting your profile you should consider using words that not 
only best describe your business, but also are words that are likely to be used by 
your customers when they search for your type of business.  In other words, put 
yourself in their position!  Once you have determined 20-30 ‘buzz’ words, be sure 
to use these words for everything you post on Fast Pitch! including your profile, 
press, and more. 
 
As a member of Fast Pitch! you also have the ability to type in 10-20 keywords 
directly into the ‘code’ of your profile.  This code is used by search engines to 
determine how relevant your page is to the keyword being searched.  These 
words are hidden from public view, but very important.  
 
To access this feature visit the ‘My Profile’ Icon and scroll down the page. 
 

 
 
 
Tip:  When uploading an image (headshot or logo), be sure to name the image 
using a keyword (i.e. “newyorkattorney.jpg”). Oftentimes people search images in 
order to locate company information or to learn more about a person.  Leading 
people to your profile via an image search can be an additional way to drive more 
traffic to your profile and company website. 
 
Be Concise:  Keep this in mind when creating your profile and adding content to 
Fast Pitch!  When creating your profile, keep your Company Description under 
100 words.  Limit your Competitive Advantages to 1-2 words (i.e. Reliable, 
Creative, etc.).   
 
Press Release Tip:  Keep your headline concise and use your keywords as much 
as possible. 
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Appearance:  Check your grammar, upload a professional image (headshot, 
logo, etc.).  Again, we cannot stress this enough… your profile is a direct 
reflection of your business!  Profiles with poor spelling, lack of proper grammar, 
and fuzzy images will be viewed negatively by other members and the millions of 
people who may stumble upon your business when searching Google. 
 
EXAMPLE:  Here’s an example of a good quality picture vs. a poor picture. 
 
 
 

         
 
                                      Good                            Not So Good  
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Making Connections 

 
How you go about connecting with people and growing your network is critical to 
your experience on a social network like Fast Pitch!  Volumes of books have 
been written in recent years about the ‘art of networking’ and ‘giver’s gain’.  For 
the purpose of this manual, rather than spend a lot of time on the do’s and don’ts 
of networking, we will instead focus on the online process of making connections 
and managing your network.  Our only real advice is… 
 

·  Be Yourself 
·  Give 
·  Be Brief 
·  Don’t SPAM 
 

 
Overview 
The ability to make connections with a lot of targeted people in a short amount of 
time has been the primary reason most people join an online business network.  
Unlike traditional networking opportunities (chamber events, leads clubs, etc.), 
online networks eliminate the logistical and financial headaches often associated 
with in-person networking (traffic, gas, parking, time, member dues to name a 
few).  Being able to network from the comfort of your own office is quite alluring 
and can be quite beneficial to your business if done correctly. 
 
 
 

Online Networking is THE most cost-effective 
way to market your business 

(particularly during a recession!) 
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Searching 
The first step for most people is searching for qualified prospects.  For some 
people it is simply a matter of locating other professionals in their region.  For 
others it’s a matter of locating people within a specific industry. For others it 
might be a combination of both. 
 
Fast Pitch! has created a number of ways for people to search.  One of the truly 
unique features we’ve created is what we call our ‘Matching System’.  Our 
‘Matching System’ takes a lot of the guesswork out of the practice of networking 
by analyzing the information contained in your profile to match you up with your 
ideal customers and business partners.   
 
You can view profiles of people who match your profile by clicking on the ‘View 
Who Matches Your Profile’ link when Searching Profiles.  The  icon even tells 
you if someone says they are looking to make a purchase from your industry 
within the next few months! 
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More Searching…  
 
In addition to the highly targeted ‘match’ searches, you can also search for Fast 
Pitch! members in a variety of other ways including manual search (below) or our 
‘Search By City’ feature which provides you with a visual representation of 
members within a geographic area using our maps feature: 
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Uploading Your Contacts 
One great way to begin building your network is to invite people who you already 
know to join.  Fast Pitch! makes it real easy to invite people to join you on the 
network. One way to invite people is to simply cut and paste their email address 
into our form (see below).  Another way is to upload your contacts directly from 
your email program such as Outlook, Gmail, Yahoo Mail and more.  The website 
provides further instructions for how to do this task. 
 
Once your contacts emails have been uploaded you can quickly see who may 
have already joined Fast Pitch!. Of the people who have not joined, you can 
invite them by clicking on the checkbox next to their name and click the ‘Invite’ 
button.  This will generate an invitation email on your behalf.  The email lets your 
contacts know you have joined Fast Pitch! and requests that they do the same. 
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Finding Common Ground 
In addition to the traditional search methods (mentioned prior), Fast Pitch! makes 
it real easy for you to identify people who have shared interests and experiences.  
One way we do this is by highlighting for you those members you and another 
person both know.  Oftentimes, when introducing yourself to someone it is 
beneficial to reference a mutual colleague (Example:  Hello Jim, I see that we 
both know Sarah.  Sarah has been a great business partner. I think we too, 
should connect!). 
 
Additionally, Fast Pitch! makes it very easy for you to reference people while 
searching based on educational experience, location, keywords, and most 
importantly, people looking to purchase what you sell).  When searching profiles, 
all of this information is at your fingertips, just to the left of each profile. 
 
 

 
 
 

Look for creative ways to reach out to  
people based on something OTHER than business. 
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Making The Connection  
Once you have located someone to contact, the next step is to introduce 
yourself.  Members with credits are able to make introductions.  Depending upon 
your membership status you can make between 50 – 1000 connections in any 
given month.  Each time you attempt to make a connection, a credit is deducted 
from your account.  You can always view how many credits you have each time 
you attempt to make a connection.   
 
 

 
 
 
Some people like to network with just about anybody that comes their way.  
Others are more closely guarded about their network and limit it to a few people.  
There is no right or wrong answer to this.  It largely depends on your comfort 
level and what your objective is. 
 
 
If you find yourself running out of credits, you ma y want 

to consider upgrading your membership level. 
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Introducing Yourself 
Fast Pitch! makes it simple to introduce yourself to other members.  Our internal 
messaging system sends out a standard ‘Invitation To Connect’ message. The 
message is sent to the recipients email address as well as their Fast Pitch! Inbox.  
The recipient will also receive a link to your profile.  This allows them to learn 
more about you and your business prior to accepting the ‘Invitation To Connect’. 
This standard message can also be customized.  
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Accept vs. Decline.  
Once a recipient Accepts your invitation to connect, you will receive an email 
letting you know.  If a person Declines your invitation to connect, you will not 
receive notification – however, the message will be removed from your Fast 
Pitch! Outbox. At any point in time, you can check your Fast Pitch Inbox/Outbox 
to see the status of all of your invitations 
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They Accepted!  Now What? 
Once someone accepts your invitation, they are added to your ‘Network’.  After 
they have been added to your ‘Network’ you can contact them through Fast 
Pitch! as often as you wish (Note:  It will be up to each person whether they want 
to reveal to you their email address).  Your goal should be to keep your network 
updated about things happening within your company.  Many people will send 
press releases to members of their network, blog articles and more. 
 
 

 
 
 

Stay on top of your network.   
Your business is reflected by the company you keep!
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Offline Networking 
Depending upon the location of the members of your network, you may want to 
encourage people to meet with you somewhere offline.  Many people eventually 
set-up meetings at local Starbucks or arrange meetings at other business-related 
events in their region.   
 

 

 
 
 

Despite the advances made using technology to 
network, offline networking is still regarded as a great 

way to cultivate relationships. 
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Live Chat 
As of February 2008, Fast Pitch! is the only online business network in the world 
that let’s members take part in LIVE CHAT while searching the site.  Essentially, 
members are able to use Fast Pitch! as their own virtual tradeshow by allowing 
them to have Live Discussions with other members via instant messaging and 
live streaming video feeds. 
 
To take part in LIVE CHAT with other members you can click on the ‘LIVE CHAT’ 
in the top right-hand corner of the header.  Additionally, Fast Pitch! will identify 
which members are online and ready to chat as you come across their profiles. 
 

 
 
 

LIVE CHAT is like being able to attend a  
virtual tradeshow ALL OF THE TIME! 
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Forming Online Groups 
Fast Pitch! allows members to form Groups around a variety of topics within our 
network.  Forming a Group is a great way to meet people based on something 
more than location or industry.  Members can create as many groups as they 
would like and may upload a custom image to their Group page to identify 
themselves.   
 
 

 
 
 

Groups that form online using Fast Pitch! 
eventually develop into offline groups that meet 

in-person every week! 
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Posting & Promoting Content 

 
As mentioned before, one of the biggest advantages to networking on Fast Pitch! 
is the ability to establish your ‘footprint’ across the entire Internet by posting 
content.  All content posted by our members is optimized and submitted to many 
of the world’s largest search engines including Google, Yahoo! and more.   

 

 
 

Posting content on Fast Pitch! will lead to  
more people finding you on Google 
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Types of Content 
Fast Pitch! allows you to post a variety of business-related content to your profile.  
Each type of content provides you with opportunity to improve your footprint 
across both Fast Pitch! and the Internet. 
 
Content includes: 
 

·  Your Profile 
·  Press Releases 
·  Blogs 
·  Events 
·  Classifieds 
·  Video 
·  Audio 
·  Forum Discussions 
·  Group Discussions 

 
Let’s begin by discussing each type of ‘content’ and how adding content to your 
profile will drive more people to your business. 
 
 

Your goal should be to post as much  
content as possible to your profile.   

 
It will account for 75% of your traffic
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Press Release 
For most businesses, writing a press release has been a great way to grab the 
attention of the media.  Historically the process has been time consuming and 
expensive (especially for small business owners).  Advances in technology have 
given rise to a number of online press services that allow people to easily post 
press and achieve a degree of visibility on the Internet.  
 

Beginning in 2007, Fast Pitch! launched the first  
and only online press release service built within 

a social network.  
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Press Continued…  
As a member, Fast Pitch! allows you to post unlimited press. Each press release 
is tied directly to your profile which allows other members to quickly learn more 
you and your business from one central location.  
 
 

 
 
 
The Process  
To begin, click on the link that reads, ‘My Press’.  You will now be able to create 
your press release.  Remember to give special consideration to the keywords 
you use within the headline as well as the body of your press release.  Keep the 
body of your press release to around 300 words.  It’s also a good idea to upload 
an image to your press release.  Your image will automatically be embedded 
within the body of your release. Ideal image size is approximately 200 pixels x 
200 pixels. 
 
Tip: You can also embed video into your press release!  Upload a video to 
YouTube or Google Video and embed the source code directly into the body of 
your release. Tell the world! 
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Exposure  
Each press release is submitted to Fast Pitch! Press and ordered by date.  
Members have the option of upgrading their press release by becoming a 
Premium or Platinum Member OR purchasing additional stars in $10 increments.  
The more stars your release has, the higher it will be ranked and consequently, 
the more views you will receive.  Press with at least 15 stars is listed in ‘Featured 
Section’ for an additional two weeks.  All press is submitted to the major search 
engines. 
 

 
 
 
Distribution  
Distribution is what truly differentiates Fast Pitch! Press from all other services.  
Because Fast Pitch! is built around a community of business professionals, we 
have the ability to distribute your press release directly to the Fast Pitch! Inbox of 
other members.  NO OTHER SOCIAL NETWORK OR PR SERVICE OFFERS 
THIS.  This kind of distribution guarantees you exposure – and provides you with 
an alternative to PR Firms which may exceed your current budget.  Distribution 
costs start at $50. 
 
Total Press Package 
Our Total Press Package provides you with EVERY press release feature 
available on Fast Pitch!  The Total Press Package guarantees your press 
receives the maximum exposure.  The Total Press Package costs $95 and 
includes: 
 

·  15 stars and featured listing for 2 weeks 
·  Distribution to 50,000 active Fast Pitch! members 
·  Distribution to 20 media outlets of your choosing 
·  Submission to all major search engines 
·  Podcast Interview on Fast Pitch! Radio 

 
 

Stop waiting for the press to write about you.   
Go directly to your audience!  
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Blog Promotion 
  
Blogging has become another way for business professionals to market 
themselves and their business.  For most people, blogging provides an outlet that 
allows them to be perceived as an ‘expert’ within their field.  Many people spend 
hours every week writing about insights in their industry, new happenings within 
their company and more.  Blogging is a great way to allow people to become 
more familiar with how you think and provides you with a way to bring a more 
human element to your web strategy often not conveyed on a corporate website.  
There’s only one problem…  Nobody is reading! 
 

The average blog is read by only 1 reader…  
The blogger themselves!  
– Eric Schmidt, CEO Google 

 
 
What most bloggers fail to realize is that their blog needs to be marketed just like 
any other aspect of their business.  Fast Pitch! helps our bloggers market their 
blog by providing an audience of other members to market the blog to. 
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The Process 
Marketing your blog on Fast Pitch! is simple. Once you become a member, 
simply add your blog to your profile by clicking on ‘My Blog’.  From there you can 
add your blog title and the URL for your blog.  More importantly, you will can also 
add your RSS feed.  An RSS Feed is the URL that allows other people (and 
websites) to automatically receive all of your future blog articles.   
 
Once you have added your RSS Feed, you’re done! Fast Pitch! will now  
automatically import all of your future blog articles into both your profile and the 
Fast Pitch! Blogs website. 
 
 

Adding your RSS Feed to Fast Pitch!  
is the key  to marketing your blog. 
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Exposure 
Once you have successfully set-up your blog on your profile, all of your articles 
(past, present and future) will automatically show up on your profile.  Each time a 
person views your profile, they will now have the ability to also view your blog 
articles. 
 
Additionally, all of your future blog articles will be featured on Fast Pitch! Blogs.  
Similar to Fast Pitch! Press, all blog articles are ranked according to date and 
member status.  Upgraded Members will achieve a higher ranking and 
consequently more views.  You also have the option to upgrade each of your 
blog articles by purchasing additional ‘stars’ in $10 increments.  The more ‘stars’ 
the higher your ranking for the day. 
 
Fast Pitch! will send you an email alert letting you know when your latest blog 
entry has posted.  You will have an opportunity to upgrade your blog ranking at 
that time. 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution 
Similar to Fast Pitch! Press, we give you the ability to distribute your blog articles 
out to other members.  For $40 Fast Pitch! sends your blog article to the inbox of 
50,000 other active members. There is no other blog service in the world that can 
guarantee you this type of exposure.  
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Classifieds 
Added to Fast Pitch! in January 2008, Classifieds is another great way for 
members to promote their business and products.  Classifieds is intended to give 
our members another outlet to post content and increase their visibility across the 
Internet.  Posting a classified is a simple process and takes less than 2 minutes. 
 

 
 
 
The Process 
Click on the ‘My Classified Icon’ and begin posting your classified.  Similar to 
posting a press release, add a headline and a description about your offering.  
Consider using keywords that will attract potential customers.  Upload an image 
for increased visibility.   
 
Exposure 
Once complete, your classified will get posted on both your profile and Fast 
Pitch!  Unlike other classified ad services, your posting will be searchable by 
other members forever (or until you delete it from your account). 
 
Similar to press and blogs, you have the option to enhance your classifieds 
ranking by becoming a paid member or purchasing ‘stars’ in $10 increments.  
The more stars, the higher your classified is ranked. 
 
Distribution  
Similar to press and blogs, you also have the opportunity to distribute your 
classified directly to other Fast Pitch! Members.  For as little as $50 you can have 
your classified sent to the inbox of 10,000 other active members.   
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Events 
Fast Pitch! launched in the Fall of 2003 as a networking event company.  Our 
prior experience as an event company allows us to understand what it takes to 
promote an event.   
 
For this reason, we offer an Event Promotion service within Fast Pitch!  The 
service allows you to market your event to other members.  Whether you are 
promoting a networking event, a webinar, or an educational seminar you will 
want to promote your next Event to other members of Fast Pitch!  
 

 
 
The Process 
Click on the ‘My Events Icon’ and begin posting your upcoming event.  Start by 
adding the ‘Title’ of your event and adding a description.  Consider using 
keywords that will attract potential attendees.  Upload an image for increased 
visibility.   
 
You will also need to select a Date, Time and Location for your event as well as 
indicate whether there is a cost associated with attending.  You will also need to 
include a link (URL) where people can RSVP to your event (Note:  Fast Pitch! 
currently does not handle the RSVP or payment process for your events).   
 
Exposure 
Once complete, your Event will be listed on both your profile and Fast Pitch! 
Events.  Events are arranged according to date and member ranking.  Becoming 
a paid member will increase your event ranking for the day.  Additionally, you can 
increase your ranking by purchasing ‘stars’ in increments of $10. 
 
Distribution  
Similar to press, blogs and classifieds you also have the opportunity to distribute 
your Event directly to other Fast Pitch! Members.  For as little as $29.95 you can 
have your Event sent to the inbox of 10,000 other active members.  
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Video 
Part of our goal is to make your Fast Pitch! experience as cutting-edge and 
interactive as possible.  For this reason we now allow members to embed video 
links directly into their profile.  Embedding a video to your profile is a great way to 
personalize your profile even further by showcasing yourself ‘in action’.  Whether 
you upload a home-made video of yourself discussing your business or use a 
professionally produced commercial, the ability to showcase video can be quite 
effective. 
 
 
Adding video to your profile is simple.  Once you have uploaded your video to 
either Google or YouTube (Note:  We do not host video files), click on the ‘My 
Profile Icon’ and scroll down to the ‘My Video’ section of the page.  Once there, 
simply place your video URL into the page and hit ‘Save’.   
 
 

 
 
 
At this point, your video is now viewable to anyone who visits your profile.  It 
replaces your current image and will automatically launch when someone views 
your profile.  Additionally, your video is added to the Fast Pitch! Media website 
which showcases all forms of media posted by members including video, audio, 
photos and more.  Upgraded member videos are ranked higher than non-
members. 
 
Did you know…  
 
You can actually add live streaming video to your profile?  Websites like Stickam 
and Justin.tv allow you to create your own live channel which can be embedded 
directly into your profile.   
 

Talk to people when they visit your profile!
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Audio 
Podcasting has become a popular way for professionals to ‘make their pitch’ and 
spread the word about their business.  Fast Pitch! makes it simple for you to add 
more interactivity to your profile by embedding an audio link into your profile.  If 
you already have an audio file, simply save it to a location and type the URL of 
it’s destination into the ‘My Audio’ section of the ‘My Profile’ page.  As members 
view your profile, your audio icon will be highlighted which will let them know a 
podcast is available to listen to. 
 
 

 
 
 
If you have never participated in a podcast or created your own audio file before, 
Fast Pitch! makes it easy to get started by offering two ways to do so: 
 

1) Create Your Own ‘Pitch’ by using our Audio Mail feature.  With this 
feature you dial into a phone number… leave your message (your 
‘pitch’) and hang up.  Within seconds a link (URL) is sent to your email 
address.  Paste this link into your Audio section.  Now visit your profile 
and click your audio icon.  Listen to your ‘pitch’! 
 

2) Fast Pitch! has it’s own Radio program.  On staff we have professional 
interviewers who will ask you a series of questions about your 
business.  Once complete, our team will professionally produce your 
interview and add it to your profile.   

 
Similar to Video, all Audio posted to Fast Pitch! will also receive exposure on the 
Fast Pitch! Media website.  Each audio file is ranked according to membership 
level.  Paid member audio files are ranked higher than non-members. 
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Why Become a Member? 

 
Fast Pitch! prides itself on offering an incredible amount of value to business 
professionals who are looking for an effective, yet inexpensive way to market 
their business.  Our ‘pay to play’ model not only adds tremendous value to your 
business, but also ensures our network remains a place for serious professionals 
interested in doing business. 
 
In order to maximize your experience on Fast Pitch! and provide yourself with the 
most opportunities to grow your business, it is strongly recommended that you 
upgrade your membership. Currently there are 4 different levels of membership: 
 

1. Basic 
2. Premium 
3. Platinum 
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1. Basic Member – By default, everyone who creates a profile on Fast Pitch! is 
considered a Basic Member.  Basic Membership is FREE and is considered to 
be a ‘passive’ membership.  Basic Membership provides you with a free profile 
listing within our search engine and the ability to RECEIVE Invitations to Connect 
from other members.  . 
 
2. Premium Member   Members who wish to be more active on Fast Pitch! and 
who are interested in enhancing their visibility eventually become Premium 
Members.  Becoming a Premium Member allows you to do the following: 
 

1. Make 50+ Connections Per Month  – You can SEND invitations to 
connect. 

2. Increase Your Profile Ranking  – A  is added to all aspects of your 
account (profile, press, etc.).  Having a ‘star’ attached to your account 
increases your ranking and makes you more visible. 

3. Make Your Profile Interactive  – Post Video, Audio… Attend Virtual 
Tradeshows… 

4. Post Unlimited Amounts of Content  – Post press, Upload your Blog, 
Post Events, and more… 

 
3. Platinum Member  Members who are very active networkers and 
interested in enhancing their visibility even further become Platinum Members. 
Platinum Membership allows you to: 
 

1. Make UNLIMITED Connections – Invite as many people as you would 
like to connect. 

2. Increase Your Profile Ranking  – Three  are added to your account.  
Platinum Members outrank all Basic and Premium Members throughout 
the website. 

3. Transparency / See Who Visits Your Profile! -  This feature essentially, 
allows you to create targeted lists of people who have visited your profile, 
press, event, etc… these are ‘qualified’ people who are likely to have an 
interest in what you are offering. 

 
4. Titanium Member  Titanium Membership is designed for the 
avid networker who is interested in making Fast Pitch! the cornerstone to their 
overall marketing effort.  Titanium Members often represent Fast Pitch! within 
their region by facilitating events and serving as the ‘face of Fast Pitch!’.  
Titanium Members receive the highest ranking across all of Fast Pitch! and take 
part in a revenue-share plan that pays them for referrals and event proceeds. 
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Membership Pricing: 
As of March 6, 2008 membership pricing is as follows: 
 
 - Basic Membership – Free 
 - Premium Membership - $9 per month 
 - Platinum Membership - $14 per month 
 - Lifetime Platinum Membership - $299 1x payment 
 
 
Membership Terms: 
 
 - No Contract Required.  Cancel Anytime.   
 - Premium and Platinum Memberships are billed on a quarterly basis. 
 - Visa, MasterCard, Amex and PayPal accepted. 
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Miscellaneous 
 
COMPETITION 
Social Networking has taken on many shapes and sizes. Networks such as 
MySpace, Facebook and some of the larger business networks have achieved 
great success by attracting millions of users worldwide, however they do not 
necessarily provide small business owners with environment needed to market 
themselves effectively.  Below is a brief overview of these three leading networks 
and the pros and cons to each. 
 
Myspace 
Of the two leading pure social networks (MySpace and Facebook), MySpace is 
the least professional environment to promote a business.  The network caters to 
a large number of adolescents and focuses almost entirely on socializing 
(pictures, music, animated gifs).   
 
That being said, if your business sells into this demographic, MySpace may be a 
good environment for your business.  From our perspective, most of the 
businesses found on Fast Pitch! are not a good fit. 
 
 

 
 
 

The MySpace tagline reads, “A Place For Friends”   
It does not read, “A Place For Business”  
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Facebook 
Although similar to MySpace, Facebook makes an attempt to organize their 
platform and place some restrictions on content being posted to the network.  
That being said, Facebook has still has a long way to go before becoming an 
environment to promote business.  
 
The company has prided itself on having launched thousands of applications 
within the network.  Unfortunately for business professionals, 99% of these 
applications are designed to help you poke, bite, and compare your FRIENDS.  
Very few, if any of these applications actually help you promote your business.  
 
 

 
 
 
The bottom line is this…   
 

It is very difficult to  
mix business with pleasure online 
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Update 
May 5, 2008 

 

Networks  
Fast Pitch! recently launched the largest online directory of business associations 
available on the Internet. The directory includes every chamber of commerce in 
the United States, over 4,000 business associations as well as 1,000 non-profit 
organizations. The directory includes a listing of each organization with a brief 
description, URL and logo. 
 
Members of Fast Pitch! can add networks (associations, etc) to their profile AND 
be included on each networks respective page within the directory. Note: Only 
Upgraded Members will receive preferred ranking on the directory pages. 
The goal of the new feature is to provide our members with another opportunity 
to showcase themselves. As people within Fast Pitch! (and more importantly, 
Google, etc) search for associations, the likelihood of a Fast Pitch! network page 
being returned as a search result will increase. As our Network search rankings 
improve, each member listed on a network page will receive more visibility. 
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Import Contacts – New Feature! 
 
Fast Pitch! now offers a web based feature that allows you to easily import (and 
invite) contacts from multiple platforms such as, Gmail, Yahoo!, Outlook 
and more. The one-step process temporarily logs into your other account(s) and 
imports your contacts into Fast Pitch! where you can not only invite them to join 
you on Fast Pitch!, but it also tells you which people are already networking on 
Fast Pitch!. 
 
Another benefit to managing your contacts through Fast Pitch! is that you can 
also manage your communication in one central location thereby eliminating the 
need to have to login in to each platform. The feature allows you to individually 
select those you would like to communicate with OR you can check a box that 
will allow you to send a single message to many people at once. 
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Featured Guests / Virtual Tradeshow – New Feature! 
 
The Fast Pitch! Live Chat feature has evolved into a weekly ‘virtual tradeshow’ 
whereby we now designate a specific day and time to encourage members to 
login and make real-time connections with other members. Virtual Tradeshow 
has been a huge success as thousands of members log in Thursday 9-3 EST to 
interact. Members can either take part in Instant Message style conversations 
OR can launch their web-cams and communicate “face-to-face”. 
 
In addition to the networking aspect of the Virtual Tradeshow, Fast Pitch! has 
now added an educational component to the page whereby members can chat 
live with a featured guest. The guests will be prominent people within their 
industry and must be able to dedicate a few hours of their time to interact with 
our members one-on-one. 
 

 
 
In addition to the one-on-one interaction, Featured Guests will also have the 
ability to upload video of themselves for previewing as well as streaming video to 
be able to answer questions LIVE to the entire Fast Pitch! audience. In short, 
there’s no limit to the amount of interactivity a Featured Guest can offer. 
If you are interested in becoming a Featured Guest during one of our upcoming 
Virtual Tradeshow’s, email us at info@fastpitchnetworking.com 
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Update 
August 13, 2008 

 

Live Feed – What Are You Doing? 
 
One of the latest phenomenon’s to hit the social networking scene is the ability 
for people to ‘micro blog’ about what they are doing at any given moment.  Made 
popular by Twitter, the idea is to make your ‘followers’ (i.e. friends, colleagues, 
etc.) aware of what you are up to by sending repeated short messages (less than 
100 characters) about your life.  Social networks like Facebook were quick to 
gravitate to the technology within the ‘social’ context. To date, this is one of the 
most popular features found on Facebook. 
 
Fast Pitch! recently launched our own Live Feed within the context of business.  
The idea behind the Fast Pitch! Live Feed feature is to allow our members to 
broadcast (i.e. market) what is happening within their company.  So for example, 
I might be planning to host a networking event in Seattle, WA.  During the weeks 
leading up to the event, I can broadcast all of the things I am doing related to the 
event – which in turn, keeps my network up-to-date AND helps me to promote 
the event at the same time. 
 

 
 
Anyone on Fast Pitch! can update their Live Feed at anytime and have it 
syndicated to people within their immediate network.  Premium and Platinum 
Members have the ability to have their feed added to our Live Feed page which 
is viewable to everyone on the network.  This is very effective for people using 
their feed for marketing purposes. 
 
Additional Live Feed Features…  
 
Mobile:   You can now update your Live Feed directly from your mobile phone.  
Simply visit:  http://www.fastpitchnetworking.com, type your feed and hit submit! 
 
Twitter Integration:   Every Live Feed added to Fast Pitch! is simultaneously 
added to the Fast Pitch! Twitter feed (http://www.twitter.com). The Fast Pitch! / 
Twitter feed gives you additional exposure by promoting all of your feeds to an 
even larger network of followers on Twitter who can read the feed, and quickly 
re-direct to your Fast Pitch! Profile. 
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Facebook Application 
 
To date, there has never been a convenient way to promote your ‘professional 
experience’ on Facebook without disrupting the inherently ‘social’ theme of your 
profile.  The Fast Pitch! / Facebook Application now gives you the ability to 
simultaneously updating your Facebook profile with your latest Fast Pitch activity 
(connections, press releases, micro blog feeds (i.e. Twitter) and more... ). The 
primary objective of this application is to give you an effective way to leverage 
your personal network to help grow your  professional network. 
 

 
 
Members of Fast Pitch! who have a Facebook Profile can promote their Fast 
Pitch! Profile on Facebook.  Additionally,  Fast Pitch! users have the option to  
highlight their Facebook profile on their Fast Pitch! Profile (be careful!).  Our hope 
is to continue to grow the application and explore additional ways in which we 
can leverage the Facebook community and offer non-Fast Pitch! members an 
outlet to express their professional side without abandoning all of the fun! 
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Search By College / Promote Your College 
 
Fast Pitch! recently added a comprehensive directory of over 3,500 colleges and 
universities into our system which includes logos and URL’s for each college.  
Now, when you add your college(s) to your profile, the college logo is showcased 
on your profile just below your ‘Networks’ and when clicked, directs people to that 
particular colleges page featuring everyone on Fast Pitch! who also attended that 
college.  Over time, the individual college pages have the potential to serve as a 
rudimentary alumni association by allowing our members to quickly discover 
business opportunities with others who share their educational experiences.  
Look for Fast Pitch! to continue to enhance the features on these college pages 
in the coming months to create more interactivity between alumni. 
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Video Enhancements 
 
Fast Pitch! improved the ability for you to promote your videos on your profile and 
throughout the Fast Pitch! website.  The following changes have been made to 
the process: 
 

1. Showcase multiple videos on your profile within the tabbed ‘video’ section 
of your profile. 
 

2. All member videos are showcased on a dedicated ‘video’ section of the 
website. 
 

3. Tag your videos with keywords relevant to your video.  This will allow 
people who are searching videos to quickly locate your video.  
Additionally, the tags/keywords will help with our SEO efforts (Search 
Engine Optimization) when submitting your content to Google, etc…  
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Email Marketing 
 
Email Marketing is an effective way for most small business owners to promote 
their business by communicating through email newsletters, announcements and 
more.  For this reason, Fast Pitch! has incorporated Email Marketing into the 
Premium and Platinum Membership plans to offer our members a more cost-
effective way to leverage this important marketing feature at no additional cost! 
 
Through a partnership with 3Step Contact (http://www.3stepcontact.com) all of 
our members now have access to a premier email marketing platform to Create, 
Send and Track emails.   Members can send the following: 
 

·  Premium Members – send 5,000 messages per month 
·  Platinum Members – send 50,000 messages per month 

 
To begin leveraging your free 3Step Contact account, simply login to the 3Step 
website using your Fast Pitch! login (email and password).  Once you have 
successfully logged in, begin by UPLOADING a list of emails (subscribers) to 
your account.  Once you have uploaded your list, you can begin CREATING your 
first email (you can select from a pre-designed template or you can import your 
own or you can create a simple text message with an image). 
 
Once you’ve completed creating the email, you will need to select the list of 
emails to send to.  After identifying the list(s), you will need to SCHEDULE your 
email to send.  You can send immediately or scheduled a future date.  Once your 
campaign has run, you will be sent a confirmation email and will want to log back 
into your 3Step account to view the REPORTING to see how many emails were 
successfully delivered, opened, clicked and more. 
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Create Video on Fast Pitch! 
 
Fast Pitch! members can now easily record video within the Fast Pitch! platform.  
Our new recording software detects the camera and microphone on your 
computer, and allows you to record and save video to your profile with ease.  
You can also adjust the audio levels to ensure the sound is crisp. 
 
Every video that is saved is added to your profile.  If you wish to remove a video 
from your profile, simply click on the ‘My Video’ icon, locate the saved video and 
delete it. 
 

 
 
 
Embedding Video on Content 
 
One of the most effective aspects of our video tool (and the ability to link to video 
on other sites like YouTube) is the ability to embed video on your content such as 
a press release, event announcement and a classified ad.  Video embedded on a 
press release for example, can be an extremely effective way to communicate 
your enthusiasm about the content within your release such as new product 
announcements, awards received, etc… Embedding video helps make your 
content more interesting and interactive and will hopefully drive more people to 
your doorstep! 
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Answers 2.0 
 
Members can leverage the collective intelligence of the entire Fast Pitch! 
community by posting questions within our ‘Answers’ section.   
 
Each question is comprised of three parts:  1) The actual question in 200 
characters or less  2) A detailed description of the questions (optional) 3) 
Category – choosing the appropriate category allows Fast Pitch! to organize all 
questions  4) Tags – or keywords, which allow the Fast Pitch! platform to make a 
recommendation to you about members who may be able to provide you with a 
qualified answer based on information contained in their profile. 
 

 
 
When someone answers a question, the person who posted the question is sent 
an email notification letting them know each time their question has been 
answered.   
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Recommendation Feature 
 
Premium and Platinum Members who have completed their profile have a greater 
likelihood of being featured within the ‘People Who May Know The Answer’ 
section.  This gives our most active members increased visibility, which in turn 
gives them more opportunity for leads.   
 
 
Experts 
 
The Answers section also allows members to showcase their expertise and 
increase their exposure by having the ability to answer questions.  Answers are 
rated by other members… and overtime… members who answer lots of 
questions can be given the title of ‘Expert’ within the network. 
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Twitter Promotion 
 
Twitter is a micro-blogging platform that allows you to send out short messages 
about what you (or your business) is doing at any moment.  For many 
businesses, Twitter is proving to be an effective way to communicate a brand to 
loyal ‘Followers’ who have the ability to generate word of mouth. 
 
Still in its infancy, Twitter is quickly becoming an important social media tool… 
one which has the attention of almost everyone at this point.  Creating your own 
Twitter page is simple and involves selecting your Twitter domain name (i.e. 
http://www.twitter.com/xyzcompany). 
 
Fast Pitch! allows our members to PROMOTE their Twitter account across our 
business networking platform by allowing you to link your account to our Twitter 
section of feeds.  Once you have linked your Twitter account to Fast Pitch!, there 
is no need for you to do anything else.  All of your Tweets, regardless of where 
you post them, will automatically import to your profile and our Twitter section. 
 

 
 
Additionally, all of the status updates you post on Fast Pitch! will be automatically 
posted to your Twitter feed for all of your Twitter followers to see. 
 

Capture your Twitter domain name now, before someon e else does!  
 Get your business and personal names! 
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Twitter Inbox Promotion 
 
Lastly, Fast Pitch! helps you grow your Twitter following by offering an Inbox 
Promotion allowing you to send your Twitter account directly to the inbox of 
50,000 other Fast Pitch! members asking them to Follow You.  Once they have 
followed you, you are then able to send messages to them for as long as they 
remain a follower.  This service is ideal for any business looking to grow a 
Following on Twitter. 
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Advertising  

 
Although the Fast Pitch! business model is based primarily on subscriptions, we 
also offer a powerful advertising package to businesses who offer a product or 
service applicable to our niche business community.  Advertising on Fast Pitch! is 
very cost-effective and goes way beyond the traditional banner ad approach by 
integrating your messaging directly into the fabric of conversation happening 
across the network.  
 

 
Our advertising package includes: 
 

1. Inbox Promotion – Your ad sent directly to our members inboxes.  
2. Banner Ad  - Linked to the URL of your choosing.  
3. Featured Listing on Virtual Tradeshow  – Top listing for the day on the 

most innovative online networking concept available on the Internet today.  
4. Feed Updates  – Inclusion in our status updates on FP and Twitter.  
5. Design  - Don’t have a banner Ad? We will create one for you for FREE.  
6. Transparency  – See who clicks on your banner ad.  

 
Advertising can run across our entire network or can be targeted based on 
location, industry type, company size, gender, age, and more… 
 
For more information about advertising contact us:  
info@fastpitchnetworking.com 


